Magic, faith, and healing/studies in primitive psychiatry today. Ari Kiev, (Editor): Free Press of Glencoe. In Canada, Collier-Macmillan, Galt, Onto pp. xvii, (1-2), 3-475. $8.80 . This book is a collection of essays on 'magic, faith and healing' and on 'primitive psychiatry'. Dr. Kiev has collected a somewhat representative number of papers and the book will be informative to general readers, although it is rather patchy, particularly in geographical balance. There are six chapters on Africa, five on American Indians and one each on Alaska, India, Borneo, Australia, Turkey and Israel. In addition there are two chapters of a general nature by Dr. Kiev which are well-organized, accurately documented and informative.
Some of the essays are rather superficial and loosely tied together: others are searching, full of facts and accurate. Such patchiness is generally the case in an edited work and this reviewer believes that an Editor should not be criticized for it. Some of the most widely-known authors will produce the most simpleminded and poorly-written work, perhaps because they lack a scholarly approach to technical writing. Such authors survive in the professional literature and are able to get their material published for other reasons than a detailed, well-organized knowledge, written down in a lucid informative way. Several such authors can be picked out of the list in Kiev's book. Some of them seem to write about the same thing over and over again.
Throughout Many of the procedures, insights and concepts described in the book were introduced or developed by Dr. Schneck. As in all his other books, the author sets out a specific goal and keeps meticulously to it. This work is of particular importance because descriptions of patients are brief or more detailed as it appears to be appropriate in each case. No effort is made to present extensive data about individual patients from clinical records but for those who are interested in further details, they are referred to more extensive protocols in the author's journal publications. The effect of this technique, together with the author's method of writing in the first person gives the reader the feeling of being in intimate contact with him and of sharing his experiences and doubts. The rich array of case illustrations or case references'help to clarify the concepts that constitute the core of his work.
The book is not written in the conventional and traditional manner in that there are no separate chapters on history, theory, induction and termination, hypnoanalytic techniques, transference and countertransference, case studies, and other specifically designated areas. Instead, the author achieves wider and more intensive coverage, saying more easily the things he wants to say, by adopting a more fluid, discursive, and less structured format. This enhances the value of the book.
The work is divided into five freeflowing parts. Part One contains material under 13 subheadings dealing mainly with the definition and nature of hypnoanalysis. Part Two is made up of eight subheadings and concerns itself mainly with hypnoanalytic explorations. Part Three describes hypnoanalysis and productiveness. Part Four delineates varying views of the structure of hypnoanalysis. Part Five covers the confirmation of psychoanalytic observations and ends in a paragraph summarizing the author's views on hypnoanalysis as part of psychoanalysis.
He does not think of hypnoanalysis as a substitute for traditional psychoanalysis, psychoanalytically oriented therapies, or other types of therapeutic measures. He finds it more meaningful to regard it as an additional method that may be of benefit for many patients. He believes that "for some patients W~lO find .they are capable of working effectively with a few of the technical aids among the many within the framework of hypnoanalysis, this psychoanalytic variant supplies worthwhile returns". He also believes that interest in hypnoanalysis is not limited to possibilities for developing methods advantageously for beneficial gain, but believes that it also offers opportunities for greater insights into the meaning of the many facets of hypnosis and opportunities for augmenting knowledge about personality functioning in general.
This work should prove valuable for most psychoanalysts and particularly so for those who use hypnosis in their work. There is more 'meat' in this small book than can be found in others on the same subject two or three times its size. While at first glance the price of the book appears to be high, it is more than worth it for those interested in the subject. The excellent, carefully selected bibliography, the name index and subject index makes this work a must for the serious worker. The first, following a consideration of uses and abuses of hypnoanalysis, describes and discusses various trance-inducing techniques and the actual hypnoanalytic session. The second deals in great detail with hypnoanalytic treatment of a schizophrenic patient, Johan R, and the dynamic interpretation is presented by Dr. A. Kardiner who, incidentally, wrote the foreword to the first edition. Finally, the third section on the theory and prac-
